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10,000-300 BCE  Jomon period 
•	First	known	use	of	lacquer	in	Japan	as	a	coating	on	objects	made	of	pottery,	wood,	and	bamboo	
300 BCE-538 CE  Yayoi and Kofun periods
538-710 CE  Asuka period
•	Lacquer	manufacturing	techniques	develop	as	a	result	of	increased	contact	with	China	and	Korea








•	Murasaki	Shikibu,	a	lady	in	waiting	to	the	empress,	writes	The Tale of Genji	in	circa	1000	CE























•	Lacquer	artists	frequently	collaborate	on	designs	with	artists	of	other	media,	exemplified	by	Rinpa-school	artist	like		 	 	 	
	Hon’ami	Kōetsu	and	Ogata	Kōrin






1912-1926  Taisho era
•	In	addition	to	the	traditional	family-based	apprentice	system,	new	formal	art	schools	provide	training	in	multiple		 	 	 	 	
	disciplines	for	lacquer	artists
•	Modernism	contributes	to	new	and	individualistic	designs,	and	greater	social	mobility	encourages	more	diverse		 	 	 	 	
	patronage	of	lacquerwares
•	Increasing	nationalism	fuels	continued	pride	in	and	patronage	of	native	arts









2019-present  Reiwa era
Timeline	of	Japanese	Historical	
Periods	and	Lacquer	Arts
